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LISTING OF CLAIMS 

1. (Currently amended) A triggered response barrier composition comprising: one or 
more polyciectrolytea multi-stage emulsion -polymers that comprise in contact with an 
aqu e ous syst e m - that ia stabl e and insolubl e in - on aqueous syst e m at relatively high 
ionio strength and that exhibits on e or mor e ch e mical/phyoioal responses s e l e ct e d 
from dispersing, diomtograting, dissolving, d e stabilizing, sw e lling, doforming^ 
soften ing, flowing and combinations thoroof upon on e or moro ionio str e ngth changes 
to th e oquoous-syptcm; wh e r e in th e polyolootrolyt e comp rises (a) 70-99 weight 
percent of an alkali sohible/swellable emulsion polymer as a first stage; and (b) 1 to 
30 weight percent of a more cross-linked alkali soluble/swellable emulsion polymer 
or a non- alkali soluWe/swellable emulsion polymer as a second stage; wherein the 
multi-stage emulsion polvmer surrounds, enca psulates or forms a matrix with one or 
more active ingredients and the multi-stage emulsion polvmer dispe rses, disintegrates, 
dissolves, destabilizes, swells, deforms, softens, flows or combinations thereof, 
releasing the one or more active ingredients to an aqueous system as a result of a 
change in ionic strength of the aqueous system . 

2. Cancelled 

3. (Currently amended) The triggered response barrier composition according to 
claim [[2]] L wherein the aqueous system is a fabric washing or cleaning system and 
wherein the one or more active ingredients are selected from the grou p consisting of: 
fabric softeners, fabric softener formulations, cationic. anionic, amphoteric and non- 
ionic surfactants, fragrances and combinations thereof tho ohomical/physical r e spons e 
of the polymors is a function of changes in on e or more parameters in addition to 
ionic str e ngth solootod from: pH r surfactant conc e ntration l e vol, tomporature, 
moohoniool agitation and th e combinations thereof. 

4. Cancelled 
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5. (Currently amended) The triggered response barrier composition according to 
claim [[4]] 1, wherein the multi-stage emulsion polymer first stage is prepared by 
polymerizing one or more monomers selected from the group consisting of: acrylic 
arid methacrvlie acid ethyl acrvlate. ethyl methacrylate. methyl methacrylate, 2- 
ethvlhexvl acrvlate. butyl acrylate, butvl methacrylate, 2-hvdroxyethyl acrvlate, 2- 
hvdroxvbutvl methacrviate: styrene, vinvltoluene. t-butylstyrene, isopropylstvrene, 
and p»chlorostvrene: vinvl acetate, vinvl butvrate. vinvl caprolate: acrvlonitrile, 
methacrvloroitiile. butadiene, acrylic or methacrvlie acid esters of a C^-C^ alkvl 
monoether of a polyalkylene glycol having from 6 to 70 oxvalkvlene unite, cetvl- 
stearvlfethvlemeoxide ^methacrvlate and diallvl phthalate and wherein the multi- 
stage emulsion polymer second stage is prepare d by polymerizing one or more 
monomers selected from the group consisting of: methvlmethacrvlat e. stvrcne. 
allylmethacrvlate. diallvl phthalate and butylene gycoj diacrvlate karri or composition 
is in tho form of a film and th e polyelectrolyto io ono or more multi stage polymers 
comprising (a) 70 - 99 weight poroont of an alkali soluble/sw e llable - emulsion polymor 
Qfl a first ctaga; and (b) 1 to 30 weight poroont of a highly cross link e d emulsion 
polym e r as a second - sta g e . 

Claims 6-9 have been cancelled. 

10. (New) The triggered response barrier composition according to claim 1, having 80-95 
weight percent of the alkali soluble/swellable emulsion polymer, which has 0.01-5 
weight percent of one or more polyethylenically unsaturated monomer units; and 5-20 
weight percent of the more cross-linked alkali soluble/swellable emulsion polymer, 
which has 0.1-10 weight percent of one or more polyethylenically unsaturated 
monomer units. 
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